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From there the trip went southward, so as to make sure that
there was no land in that part of the Pacific. First to Marion
Island. Next to the Crozet Islands and Kerguclcn. From Kcr-
guclen to Tasmania and New Zealand, and from New Zealand
to Tahiti by way of the Friendly and Cook Islands.

In Tahiti, where by this time Cook must have known most of
the people by their first names, the ships stayed almost five
months. Thence they went northward.

They now followed a very old Polynesian route which led
them directly to a group of islands which as yet had been un-
known to the White Man, or about which (in case they had
been visited) no news had reached the Old World Cook called
them the Sandwich Islands, in honour of the First Lord
of the Admiralty, who had sent him out upon this last
voyage.

The name maintained itself for more than a century, but after
the occupation of the islands by the United States it was quietly
allowed to drop from the maps, and the islands became known
as the Hawaiian Islands. Officially they arc termed T.H. or
Territory of Hawaii, but as not one person in a thousand, even
in America, seems to have the faintest idea what the T.H. stands
for, I shall stick to Hawaii or the Hawaiian Islands.

Early in February Cook left the islands for New Albion,
which then meant all the region that lay between California and
the state of Washington. In March he sailed northward to find
a passage to the Atlantic. All this happened in 1778. The
Declaration of Independence was therefore nearly two years old.
Burgoync had surrendered his troops to Gates the year before,
and France had just recognized the independence of the United
States. Along the western shore of the Atlantic, therefore, civi-
lization was making rapid strides. But in the west of America
all the territory between Mexico and Alaska was still practically
unknown, and the fact that America and Asia were not one
continent, but were separated from each other by a strait fifty-
six miles wide, was not definitely established until the year 1741,